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Building a Reading Life 
Analyzing What to Expect & Then Detect in All Genres

    I can understand how readers and writers talk about text by using 
a graphic representation.
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   As readers, we all have EXPECTATIONS about what will and will not happen in a    
    text. EXPECTATIONS are similar to predictions, conjectures, presumptions, and 
 hopes. These EXPECTATIONS are based on what we know about various genres.

 An Analysis Analogy
What do you EXPECT to see at a grocery store? Be specific.

Mmmm... is your stomach growling yet? Grocery store owners stock their stores with 
merchandise ON PURPOSE WITH the INTENT to meet the needs of their customers..  

Now, think about how would you EXPECT to find / see these items at the grocery store? 
Piled in the middle of the floor? 

   Grocery store owners structure their stores; they organize food 
   ON PURPOSE WITH the INTENT to guide their customers.
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 At this time of year, what kinds of special displays do you EXPECT to see?

Grocery store owners craft displays ON PURPOSE WITH the INTENT to draw 
customers’ attention and influence them to consider buying the highlighted products. 

In addition to the things you see, think about what you EXPECT to hear. What kind of music is 
usually playing in the grocery store?

Grocery store owners choose music ON PURPOSE WITH the INTENT to create a tone 
that is appropriate for an audience that is buying groceries. Slower music will make it more 
likely that the shoppers will stay in the store longer and spend more money.

Finally, think about the kinds of words you would EXPECT to find in a grocery store. 

Grocery store owners highlight words ON PURPOSE WITH the INTENT to influence 
shoppers’ purchases.
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     Menus are crafted 
             ON PURPOSE WITH INTENT.

Consider what kind of EXPECTATIONS you have when you open a menu at a restaurant. 

STRUCTURE

What do you expect to find first?

    

What is usually 
last on the m

enu?

    

WORD CHOICEHow is food described or named?        

Chrome Connection:
http://www.rainforestcafeuae.com/

CRAFT ELEMENTS

What designs, fonts, 
or symbols 

does the resta
urant use?

     

     

Why?
     

     

THEME
What is the promise or main idea the restaurant 
wants to communicate?
       
       
       

TONE or MOODWhat is the overall feeling of the menu?          

http://www.rainforestcafeuae.com/
http://www.rainforestcafeuae.com/


Literary Analysis Triangle
    I can understand how readers and writers talk about text by using 
a graphic representation.

Now, think about what kind of EXPECTATIONS      
you have when you read or write. 
The literary analysis triangle is 
a scholarly tool you can use 
to analyze text. 
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W O R D S  /  P H R A S E S

TONE / MOOD

CRAFT ELEMENTS

LANGUAGE

THESIS (main idea) THEME (mESSAGE)

D ic t io n :
T h e  w o rd
c h o ic e  a n  

a u t h o r u s e s  
w h e n  w rit in g  

t o  h e lp  c re a t e  
a n d  e m p h a s iz e  

t o n e  o r m e a n in g .  

 TONE / MOOD:
                The way the author feels about 
             the subject he / she is writing about. 

        LANGUAGE:
    The register the author uses throughout   
  the book (Ex. formal, informal, neutral, slang)

           THESIS (main idea):

          WHAT  THE  AUTHOR  IS  TRYING  
        TO  SAY  ABOUT  A TOPIC / SUBJECT 
     IN  A  WORK  OF  NONFICTION.

neutral

negative

positive

happy

angry

meditative

prefix

suffix

synonym antonym

homophone
homograph

multiple meaning word
homonym

point of view

dialogue

flashback

figurative language

Main
Idea

Detail DetailDetail

   cou
rage
hones

ty
love

friend
ship

   forg
ivenes

s

loyalty

    ho
pe

equali
ty

   har
d work

STRUCTURE /  ORGANIZATION

ORGANIZATION:
THE  WAY  TEXT  IS  ORGANIZED  

(EX.  PARAGRAPHS,  POETIC  STRUCTURE,  STANZAS,
CAUSE & EFFECT,  PROBLEM & SOLUTION,  MAIN IDEA & DETAIL, 

DESCRIPTION,  SEQUENTIAL,  COMPARE & CONTRAST)

WRITER’S CRAFT

           CRAFT ELEMENTS:
         tools  or  techniques  an  author  / poet 
       uses to  create  a  written  text  
    (Ex. point  of  view,  figurative  language,  
  dialogue,  flashback,  parallel structure,  etc.)

                                THEME (MESSAGE):   

                                   The message about life 
                            the author is trying to give
the reader through the composition / story



Literary Analysis Triangle
    I can understand how readers and writers talk about text by using 
a graphic representation.

Read and analyze the poem below. Annotate the poem and record your observations 
on the literary analysis triangle graphic organizer. 
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Giving Trees
	 Emma Trowbridge

There is a thing that has thick, brown bark.

It is no dog or a great white shark.

It’s not even an animal but it does still matter.

The size of this thing is so very much fatter.

The thing that I am describing to you is a tree

And they all have an impact on you and me.

I’ll tell you the reason why, and it’s this:

They give us oxygen through photosynthesis.

That’s not the only reason we need them so much.

In a way, trees are like our wooden crutch.

They give us syrup from sap and all our paper, too.

So now you see the reason; I’m sure you do.

We have to save them quick before they all die out. 

So go ahead and save the world, let out a big shout.

We can all save the world, or just you or just me.

Let’s save the population of the giving tree.

Color Key

Word

Tone

Craft

Structure

Theme



Literary Analysis Triangle
    I can understand how readers and writers talk about text by using 
a graphic representation.

      What tone or mood  does the writing have?
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TONE / MOOD

CRAFT ELEMENTS

LANGUAGE

STRUCTURE

THEME (mESSAGE)

What craft
 elements are 

  

   used to help me 

     understand the text
?

What is the promise 
    or main idea?

What is the lesson 
   or message 
     about?

    
How is t

he t
ext 

    
    

stru
ctur

ed

    
   o

r or
gan

ized
?

WRITER’S CRAFT

What words or phrases 

      are 
interestin

g to me?

W O R D S / P H R A S E S

ORGANIZATION

THESIS (main idea)




