
Read Aloud: A Different Pond
by Bad Phi

Read the quotes from the story. Identify the type of figurative language. 
Explain the meaning of each figurative comparison.  
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Type Quote Figurative Meaning

metaphor         simile

“A kid at my school said 
my dad's English sounds 
like a thick, dirty river.”

metaphor         simile

"But to me his English 
sounds like gentle rain.”

metaphor         simile

“They swim like silver 
arrows in my hands.”

metaphor         simile

“It is a little bit cold. I 
rub my hands together, 
yawn, and look up to see 
faint stars like freckles.”

metaphor         simile

“I put some rocks in a 
circle and set up the 
twigs. ‘Like a volcano,’ 
Dad reminds me.”

metaphor         simile

"There's half a 
peppercorn, like a moon 
split in two, studded into 
the meat.”

Crafting with Creative Comparisons 
In order to enable readers to visualize more vividly and experience 
emotion more evocatively, authors use figurative language like 
metaphors and similes to compare unlike objects or ideas.



Read the quotes from the story. Identify the type of figurative language.  
Explain the meaning of each figurative comparison.  

  Try it!  

    Craft your own metaphor or simile. Be thoughtful about how you compare two unlike things. 

                 

                

Type Quote Figurative Meaning

metaphor         simile

“They said there were birds 
outside the city that flew 
free, birds as colorful as a 
thousand kites soaring against 
the blue sky.”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh

metaphor         simile

“Ary eyed the little 
prisoners.”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh

metaphor         simile

“The birds danced on the 
bamboo perches, crowding 
together as she searched 
further in their little prison.”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh

metaphor         simile

“Wishes rose in Ary's mind, 
the way goldfish swim to the 
pond's surface in search of 
food.”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh

metaphor         simile

“She slipped through the open 
door while her family was still 
sleeping. This is our cage.”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh

metaphor         simile

“The little bird grew smaller 
and smaller in the sky as it 
moved into the east, where 
the sun was a yellow sliver, a 
lemon rind of dawn..”  

The Caged Bids of Phnom Penh



Read the quotes from the story. Identify the type of figurative language.  
Explain the meaning of each figurative comparison.  

  Try it!  

    Craft your own metaphor or simile. Be thoughtful about how you compare two unlike things. 

                 

                

Type Quote Figurative Meaning

metaphor         simile

“As she kneeled and bent her 
head to the floor, her sharp 
elbows stuck out. ‘She looks 
like a cricket,’ Anh giggled in 
my ear.”  

Goodbye, Vietnam

metaphor         simile

“Than would scramble up the 
trunk like a monkey and steal 
the fruit.”  

Goodbye, Vietnam

metaphor         simile

“‘Hai,’ my grandmother called 
to me, ‘you are slow as a toad 
this morning.'”  

Goodbye, Vietnam

metaphor         simile

“The fish, whose names were 
Yin and Yang, swam about like 
two slippery orange suns.”  

Goodbye, Vietnam

metaphor         simile

“I could see her heart was as 
heavy as one of the three 
stones that lay upon the 
altar.”  

Goodbye, Vietnam

metaphor         simile

“Her skin was dark and 
shriveled like the husk of a 
coconut from years of work in 
the fields.”  

Goodbye, Vietnam


